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MERLOT 

The Open Education Resource

Community Service



MERLOT's vision is to be the 
premiere online community where 
faculty, staff, and students from 

around the world share their 
learning materials and pedagogy. 



www.merlot.org

MERLOT Community



Brief History of MERLOT
• 1997 - MERLOT developed and hosted at Cal State University, Sonoma
• 1999 - University of Georgia System, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Ed, 

Univ of North Carolina System, and California State University System 
formed MERLOT ‘cooperative’

• 2000 - January – MERLOT cooperative sponsored 48 Biology, Physics, 
Business and Teacher Education faculty (12 from each system) to develop 
peer review standards/processes for on-line teaching-learning materials

- April - other higher ed sys/institutions invited to join MERLOT 
cooperative.  

- July - 23 higher ed systems/institutions become MERLOT Institutional 
Partners

- New release of MERLOT website 
• 2006 (August) - 3rd release of MERLOT of website
• 2007 (June) - 47,000+ members  and 17,000 materials
• 2009 (November) – Content Builder part of MERLOT (from Carnegie)
• 2011-2012 - Over 100,000 members and 35,000 materials.     - Released 

Translation Tool 
• Content Builder and Web Services upgrades and new Web services 

• October 2013 - MERLOT II released at Educause 2013.  42,500 materials & 
117,000 members



OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE REFERATORY

 Registered Members
 127,500+  growing @ 1,000/month

 Materials (categorized by discipline)
 47,000+  materials in the MERLOT collection 
 3,900+  peer reviewed materials
 20,165  materials in “Personal Collections”
 5,700  materials with “Member Comments”

 Usage
~ 95,000 average unique visits per month

As of November 3, 2014



Oct 13, 2013: A Complete Metamorphosis



http://www.merlot.org

http://www.merlot.org/


Open resource tool to find and organize:

• Learning objects

• Open courses

• Open Access textbooks

• Open Access journal articles

… in the MERLOT collection



What is unique about the MERLOT collection?

 An OER collection with over 46,000 
teaching and learning materials (metadata)

 Peer reviewed vs a Google search

 Crowd-source reviewed + comments & 
community discussions

 Across 25 disciplines and all levels of 
education

 World-wide, multi-language



Importance of 
Openness & Sharing: 

With an focus on Open 
Educational Resources (OER)



Openness enables us to 
reuse, recycle, and/or build 
upon other people’s work, 
materials, expertise with 
appropriate attribution – It 
is the “Academic Way”



Openness & Sharing

Open Resource Types

 Open Source  (OS)

 Open Access (OA)

 Open Educational Resources (OER)

OS ≠ OA ≠ OER





Open Access
 Started with journal articles – usually peer 
reviewed

 Trend is to include online textbooks 

 Readers can retrieve articles without financial or 
access barriers

 No fees, registration, or membership

 Proponents argue:

 Researchers contribute articles & review for 
free  their employers shouldn’t have to pay to 
access the articles

 Research funded by government agencies should 
be available for free



What are publishers doing?

Some totally Open Access

Author Pays: Publication fees range from 
$800 to $3000 (what an author pays to be 
published after acceptance)

Some have “embargo period”

Open Access publishing has yet to financial 
demonstrate sustainability



JOLT is an example 
of an Open Access 
journal.  Everything 
in JOLT is free.



MERLOT Open Access Textbooks

• MERLOT has over 3,416 Open Access textbooks 
in the collection.  

• Still a question about the quality of the 
textbooks with regards to peer review.

• Textbooks are not often made available by 
publishers.  They are written by individuals (who 
expect $ for their efforts).

• Textbooks are also not peer reviewed. 



Open Educational Resources (OER)
 “Open Educational Resources" – term first adopted 
at UNESCO 2002 Forum, funded by Hewlett Foundation, 
on Impact of Open Courseware for Higher Education in 
Developing Countries

 Digitized materials offered freely and openly for 
educators, students, and self-learners to use and re-
use for teaching, learning, and research.

 OER are teaching and learning materials that you may 
freely use and reuse, without charge.

 OER are teaching, learning, and research resources that 
reside in the public domain or have been released under 
an intellectual property license that permits their free 
use or re-purposing by others.



Open Courses: 5,624
Open Textbooks: 3,453
Open Journal Articles: 1,656



Learning Object “Rights”

Who owns “open” (OER) learning materials?

What are the rights of the developer?

What rights does an instructor have, to 
use, to copy, to change a “discovered” 
learning material?

Do these rights vary internationally? 

How do you know any of this if you find a 
material on the WWW?





Creative Commons & MERLOT

• MERLOT encourages reuse and sharing of 
learning materials

• MERLOT wants to protect Members’ IP

• MERLOT endorses/recommends Creative 
Commons licensing for submitted materials

• MERLOT requires Creative Commons licensing 
of materials developed by Content Builder 
for MERLOT-hosted materials

CC License – Attribution, non commercial, share alike



We Practice What We Preach

THERE ARE 
MANY KINDS OF

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
IN MERLOT

CREATED/OWNED BY DIFFERENT
KINDS OF PARTICIPANTS

TYPE CREATOR OWNER LICENSE DESCRIPTION LICENSE

MERLOT 
computer code

Staff MERLOT CC licenses do not apply to computer 
software. MERLOT source code is the 
property of the California State University

Not CC

MERLOT Partner 
Reserve 

documents

Staff MERLOT After permission, Attribution, Non 
Commercial, Derivative, Share-Alike usage 
policy within partner’s institution

Not CC

MERLOT 
Leadership 

Library, portal, & 
JOLT templates

Staff MERLOT After permission, Attribution, Non 
Commercial, No Derivative usage policy within 
partner’s institution

Not CC

MERLOT Info Help 
documents

Staff MERLOT Attribution, Non Commercial, Derivative, Share-
Alike

by-nc-sa

MERLOT public 
website content & 

images

Staff MERLOT Attribution, Non Commercial, No Derivative by-nc-nd

MERLOT Logos Staff MERLOT Attribution, Non Commercial, No Derivative by-nc-nd

MERLOT portal 
content

Partner MERLOT Attribution, Non Commercial, Derivative, Share-
Alike

by-nc-sa

Peer reviews Partner MERLOT Attribution, Non Commercial, No-Derivative by-nc-nd

Learning material 
metadata

Member MERLOT Attribution, Non Commercial, Derivative, Share-
Alike

by-nc-sa

Assignments Member MERLOT Attribution, Non Commercial, Derivative, Share-
Alike

by-nc-sa

Member 
Comments

Member MERLOT Attribution, Non Commercial, No-Derivative by-nc-nd

Snapshots Member MERLOT Attribution, Non Commercial, Derivative, Share-
Alike

by-nc-sa

Personal 
Collections

Member MERLOT Attribution, Non Commercial, Derivative, Share-
Alike

by-nc-sa

Discussion Board
Creation/submissi

on

Anyone MERLOT Attribution, Non Commercial, No Derivative by-nc-nd

MERLOT 
International 
Conference 
submission
& postings

Anyone MERLOT Attribution, Non Commercial, Derivative, Share-
Alike

by-nc-sa
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http://www.merlot.org

http://www.merlot.org/merlot/advSearchMaterials.htm
http://www.merlot.org/merlot/advSearchMaterials.htm










Advanced Material Search



Federated Search



Any Search Can Become an RSS Feed 



Translation in MERLOT II



The Privileges of 
“Membership” 



As a MERLOT Member you can:
 Create personal collections

 Contribute materials, comments, and learning exercises

 Develop a personal profile and create a CV

 Share online expertise with others

 Receive peer recognition 

 Become a guest speaker

 Join an Editorial Board - Become a peer reviewer

 Find others in a discipline or affiliation



The Privileges of 
“Partnership” 



Personalized Partner Home Page



Personalized Partner Benefits Page



MERLOT Communities





MERLOT Editorial Boards
• Agriculture

• Biology

• Business

• Chemistry

• Communication Sciences

• Criminal Justice

• Engineering

• English

• Faculty Development

• Fire Safety

• Health Sciences

• History

• Information Technology

• Library and Information 
Services

• Math

• Music

• Physics

• Psychology

• Statistics Teacher Education

• Technical Allied Health

• World Languages

• Geosciences

• Professional Coaching

• Sociology

• Virtual Environments



Differences - MERLOT vs. Journal

• Evaluate teaching materials, not research 

articles.

• MERLOT has peer review training

• Actual peer review appears on MERLOT site, so 

members can read what has been evaluated

• Write an appreciation letter at end of year



Academic Discipline Community



Academic Support Community



Partner Community Portal





www.merlotx.org 



MERLOT Outreach

MERLOT Voices (community discussions)

MERLOT Blog (blog.merlot.org)

MERLOT YouTube Education Channel

MERLOT Grapevine Newsletter

 JOLT

Social Networking (Facebook, Twitter, 
LinkedIn)

MERLOT is so much more…



Mobile MERLOT
 MERLOT OER Search apps for iOS, Android and Blackberry.  

 Locate materials on the go. 
 Search all of MERLOT or a narrow search of Open options – Journals, 

textbooks or Courses. 



http://voices.merlot.org

http://voices.merlot.org/




MERLOTPlace – http://youtube.com/MERLOTPlace





Integrating MERLOT’s Web Services

 Web Services include:  Basic Search, Advanced Members 
and Material search*, Register (forgot 
password/username), Contribute a Material*, Member 
Comments*, Personal Collections*, Federated Search* and 
Register in MERLOT*

 MERLOT Web services are being used in LMS’s such as 
ANGEL, D2L, Moodle 2.x and within the Blackboard Building 
Block library



MERLOT
Collection

MERLOT
Functions

The MERLOT 
System

MERLOT
Web

Services

Use MERLOT Web Services 
to access MERLOT functions

via alternate website

Access www.merlot.org directly

OR



MERLOT has many other communities; all with 
different objectives but they all use the same 

Web Services. 





Integrated into Blackboard



MERLOT & Moodle



 Desk-top application

 Media Search that enables discovery of OER within 
SoftChalk authoring environment (MERLOT, NSDL, 
etc.)

 Accessible OER created

 IMS Common Cartridge option

 Creative Commons licensing

 Catalog in www.merlot.org within SoftChalk to 
position it for peer review

http://www.merlot.org/


Going Beyond 
the Repository with 

MERLOT’s Authoring Tool: 
Content Builder



Content Builder
• Carnegie Foundation KEEP Toolkit

• Quick, easy way to create [hosted] learning materials

• With Content Builder, you can create web  pages and web 
sites for instructional purposes

• A place to [reliably] store learning materials

• Share pages through Creative Commons license and include 
it in MERLOT or send to colleagues






